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Skills 06 Reading and Writing

Reading

Read the text below and match the titles (A–F) with the appropriate paragraphs (15). There is one extra title.

A Cartland’s political powers 


D Cartland’s personality
B Cartland’s writing capacities 


E The general content of her books
C Cartland’s support for the poor 

F Cartland’s main beliefs about life

Barbara Cartland – Pretty in Pink 
1 _____ Barbara Cartland, the world’s best-selling writer and Queen of Romance, died at the age of 98 in May 2000. Writing an average of twenty-three novels a year, she completed over 700 books, which have been translated into major languages, including Japanese, Chinese and Russian. Her literary career started in 1923 and she sold over 900 million copies of her books worldwide. 

2 _____ Even in her late nineties, Barbara Cartland was full of the energy of a much younger woman. Although she could not see or hear very well, she listened carefully and talked with enthusiasm about English society and its values. She said, ‘What we have to do is bring back the wonderful manners English gentlemen used to have. All over the world, when I was a little girl, they all thought the English had beautiful manners and behaved extremely well.’ 

3 _____ Barbara Cartland respected the ideals of charity and kindness. ‘It’s very important to think about new ideas for helping people,’ she said. ‘Nobody bothers D Cartland’s personality E The general content of her books F Cartland’s main beliefs about life today. People are not helping each other the way they used to. We must get away from that.’ She supported a number of British charities. 

4 _____ Cartland was also famous for playing an active role in politics. She managed to get government support for programmes to provide houses for elderly people. She was even responsible for a change in the law which forced local government to provide sites for gypsy communities and enable gypsy children to attend local schools. 

5 _____ She met politicians, royalty and stars from all over the world, but meeting the rich and famous was not the most important thing in Barbara Cartland’s life. Instead, she said, ‘The great thing is really to feel that you’re helping other people.’ She wanted to be remembered for her books through which she tried to give morality, beauty and love to the world.
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Writing

Choose one of the topics below and write an essay about 200–250 words. 
1 ‘The most reliable person on earth.’ (Describe a person who you can rely on.) 

2 ‘The most eccentric person I have ever met.’ (Describe a person who you think behaves, dresses, etc. in an unusual way.)
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